[Substitutive therapy with surfactants in premature infants with respiratory distress syndrome].
The main pathogenetic moment of the respiratory distress syndrome (RDS) is recognized to be the lack of alveolar surfactant. Many attempts of substitutive therapy with several kinds of surfactants have been tried (artificial, synthetic, from amniotic fluid, exosurf). After the considerable results obtained in animals, the use of substitutive surfactant proved to be useful also in human newborns with RDS. The authors report the personal data relative to the TA-surfactant (artificial surfactant made of phospholipids + DPPC + protein substances extracted from bovine lung). They analyse first results and, on this ground, they put forward some assumptions in order to obtain a more rational and efficient use.